Evidence for Defence.
Dr Frederick S. Toogood
body who has chronic indigestion is suffering to a certain extent
from auto-intoxication.
Are we to say that everybody who has indigestion is suffering
from some auto-intoxication?—Yes, I should say that, but I should
qualify it by saying that in the vast majority of cases it would
cause no signs or symptoms at all. When I referred to neuritis
I was speaking of scattered neuritis—a nervous pain here, another
there, and another in some other direction. Multiple and peri-
pheral neuritis are the same thing. As a rule you have one cause
which you can pick out., one central cause which operates through
the system to the distant parts of the body. I bave heard nothing
to lead me to suppose that Mrs. Armstrong had peripheral neuritis
before August, 1920. If there was rheumatoid arthritis you would
find indications of it post-mortem in the body if the joints were
opened. I cannot agree that Dr. Spilsbury would have found
signs of rheumatoid arthritis if it had been present, because it is
not the custom in every case to open joints, and, "Besides tbat,
if this were a solitary attack of rheumatoid arthritis, I doubt
very much if there would be anything very noticeable after tbe body
had been buried for ten months.
Because this rheumatoid artbritis would have cleared awayl—
I cannot say there would have been no microscopic effects, but I
doubt very much  whether  one   attack  of  rheumatoid   arthritis,
unless it lasted for a very long time, would cause a great amount
of change in the joints.      Taking it that the rheumatism started
in May, 1919, and in June she had her right arm in a sling, and
by August it had cleared away, I should have expected to find signs
in the body on a post-mortem examination.    The auto-intoxication
was a cause of the rheumatism.    The cause of the auto-intoxi-
cation was a morbid process going on in the large bowel, a putre-
factive change due to the presence of abnormal micro-organisms.
This process going on in the large bowel would not leave traces
after   death.       Constipation   and   probably  flatulence  would  be
symptoms of auto-intoxication in the large bowel.     I was in Court
during the whole time Dr. Willcox, Dr. Spilsbury, and Dr. Hincks
were being examined.    I do not remember any questions being put
to them on the question of rheumatoid arthritis.      I do not think
I suggested any question to Sir Henry in cross-examination.      I
have helped him to the best of my poor ability both before as well
as in Court.     Dr. Hinoks stated that he examined her urine and
found albumen shortly before she went away to the asylum, on 18th
August.      That evidently had cleared up  and was all gone by
the 28th August, after she went into the asylum.     I am not sure
that I can recall that the urine was examined after that.    Certainly
it was not examined again at the asylum, because Dr. Townsend
said so.     Whether Dr. Hincks said so I am not clear.     The albu-
men in the urine continued  for three or  four days  after her
entrance into the asylum, and then it cleared away.    That points
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